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                                            Age: 0-6 months
                                        
	
                                            Age: 6-12 months
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You don’t always need to read the words in books. Looking at and talking about picture books is a great way to encourage your child to enjoy stories. If you speak another language at home, talk about the pictures and story in your own language.
Have fun sharing books with these tips
	Talk about the book’s cover and point out the title. 
	Let your child hold the book and turn the pages. 
	Encourage them to talk about the pictures. 
	Use different voices for different characters. Add in sound effects like splashing in puddles, beeping car horns or animal sounds. 
	When the story is finished, you could ask them if they liked it and if they had a favourite character.
	Make a den together, like a cloth over a table, with space for both of you to share. You can make your den part of the story – it could be a monster’s cave, a rocket ship, or a princess’ tower.
	Talk to your child about what you did as a child. Involve the whole family – grandparents may have stories to share from when they were growing up!

Did you know?
	Children who were read to regularly by their parents at age five performed better in maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who were not helped in this way.
	Children often have a favourite story they want to hear again and again. This helps them to learn the word order and link the written word to the story – which are the first steps in learning to read!


Sharing stories in 22 different languages
You can download the information by selecting one of the links below.
	Albanian
	Arabic
	Bengali
	Chinese
	Dari
	French
	Gujarati
	Hindi
	Italian
	Kurdish
	Lithuanian
	Pashto
	Polish
	Portuguese
	Punjabi
	Romanian
	Russian
	Somali
	Spanish
	Ukrainian
	Urdu
	Yoruba
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                    Reading about feelings

                    Read Reading about feelings Now
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                    Read and explore Whatever Next!

                    Read Read and explore Whatever Next! Now
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                    Talking to your baby or child when out and about

                    Read Talking to your baby or child when out and about Now
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                    Encourage your child to tell stories

                    Read Encourage your child to tell stories Now
                


    




        
            
    
        
            Get more tips and activities to help your child learn

            
                Sign up to our newsletter and get activities for your child's age.


            

            
                Sign up to our newsletter
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                About Words for Life

                
Words for Life is created by the National Literacy Trust and supported by UK publishers with funding for its creation from the DfE and Kindred2.
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